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Chairman’s Letter to AIR Members
As part of the Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations we held an ‘Afternoon Tea’ on the 4 June
2022 at Macclesfield Community Centre. Almost 100 people attended and the red, white and
blue theme was enthusiastically partaken. A wonderful time was had by all and a vote of thanks
was expressed. Additionally our thanks must go to the social committee for their sterling work in
creating such a splendid event.
On 29 June a coach trip to Plas Newydd, Wales was undertaken and a summary of the event is
included in this newsletter. Keep your eyes peeled for future trips run by AIR.
A Leaders’ Meeting was held on Wednesday 13 July 2022. Although not very well attended it
gave the opportunity for the Management Committee, the Leaders and Deputies to discuss the
way forward. One of the main discussion points was the ongoing ‘payment holiday’ for AIR
activities. As previously advised we shall confirm any decision at our financial year end which is
the end of September and will advise accordingly. (For your information the minutes of this
meeting are attached to this newsletter).
I would like to remind members with computer access that all current AIR Documents are
available for perusal on our website (https://airmacclesfield.com) and that the newsletters have
also now been added.
Additional support continues to be sought for roles on the management committee, activity leader
and deputy roles, and especially the social committee. Meanwhile we look forward to continued
enjoyment of the many activities offered by AIR.
Although no government mandated regulations are in place regarding Covid, common sense
should continue to prevail and whilst our voluntary leaders are prepared to undertake the
activities we shall make every effort to support them safely.
We must all continue to remain aware and respectful of others.
Regards and stay safe.
Paul Waugh – Chairman – May/June 2022
For Hire
AIR have purchased approximately 150 glass champagne flutes and are now offering these to
members for hire. Should this be of interest and you wish to secure more details please contact
Paul Waugh 07906 235913.
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AIR NEWS
AIR IN ACTION
AIR SEQUENCE DANCING
The Sequence Dance group meets on Tuesday afternoons at 2:00pm until 4:00pm at the
Macclesfield Community Centre.
The dance programmes and music selection are prepared by a variety of leaders thus ensuring
the programme is varied and that everybody’s favourites are included.
The programme generally concentrates on traditional dances which most regulars are familiar
with. We occasionally introduce new dances, or resurrect some ‘old favourites’ and spend a little
while attempting to perfect the steps.
We welcome newcomers to try the simpler dances and have a break for tea & biscuits in the
middle of the afternoon, everything is sociable and light hearted.
Guests /New members can contact Paul Waugh 07906 235913

AIR RAMBLERS
AIR Ramblers meet every Monday morning for walks of around 5 miles. The practice of meeting
at the Riverside car park has been suspended with walk details supplied to members by email.
Still no sign of the monthly day walks being reinstated due to lack of a leader.
Any enquiries please contact Chris Jones 07821 587440

AIR Ramblers crossing
Macclesfield Canal by
Oakgrove on a recent walk.

Walk Leaders Rota:
01Aug
05Aug
08Aug
15Aug
22Aug
29Aug

Alistair Croft (261964)
Day Walk (TBA)
Alan Chapman (422295)
Chris Jones (820355)
Peter Solomon (420782)
David Bowden (611098)

02Sep
05Sep
227207)
12Sep
19Sep
26Sep

Day Walk (TBA)
Doreen Dean (01260
Mike Cliff (501534)
Pat Wroe (01260 223389)
Terry Heathcote (574418

03Oct
10Oct
17Oct
24Oct
31Oct

Alistair Croft (261964)
Alan Chapman (422295)
Chris Jones (820355)
David Bowden (611098)
Stef Booth (07856038429)

Subscription Renewal.
This year's Subscription Day will be Saturday 1 October to be combined with a Coffee Morning at
the MCC. The annual subscription, as before, will be £10. Please see the attached form for more
details of how to renew.
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AIR NEWS
AIR SOCIAL EVENTS
COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us on Saturday 6 August from 10 -12 noon for a coffee/
tea and a chat. Fee of £2 covers entry, drinks and biscuits.
If you have any books or jigsaws you would like to exchange please
bring them along and take new ones home. The disabled door will be
open. Any donations will go to the East Cheshire Hospice.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Any queries to Anne Mathews on 07958 800914

AIR VISIT TO PLAS NEWYDD, ANGLESEY
A combined group of AIR and Macclesfield Countryside and Heritage club members set out on
a coach on 29 June 2022 to visit Plas Newydd on Anglesey.
The house's claim to fame is a large mural by Rex Whistler which depicts Italianate scenes with
a background of Welsh Mountains. The first Marquis who was struck by a cannonball at the
battle of Waterloo was quoted as saying "By God sir, I've lost my leg" to which the Iron Duke
replied "by God sir, so you have".
The party arrived in pouring rain, but happily after ten minutes the skies cleared and the sun
came out allowing lovely views of Snowdonia across the Menai Straits. Many thanks to the
organisers for a very enjoyable day out.

NEW MEMBERS
The Management Commi ee extends a warm welcome to 13 new members:‐
Colin Charlton

Christine Edwards

Sonia Greensmith

Jill Connelly

Pamela Elkin

Corinne McGuckian

Anthony Cox

Kristine Finnegan

Raymond Shaw

Andrew Day

Eileen Forrester

Julia Sloan

Total AIR membership is now 623.
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AIR NEWS
AIR Trips (Roy McCarthy Coaches)
Day trips and short breaks
Please contact Anne Hooley (0161 483 6940) for further details of the short breaks or complete
attached application form for day trips to the Southport Flower Show and/or the Yorkshire
Sculpture Park:
 5-7 August - Durham and Kynren 2 nights staying at
Durham Marriott Royal Count Hotel DBB. £310
 19 August - Southport Flower Show £50 includes entrance
 30 August - Yorkshire Sculpture Park. Brief stop for coffee £34
 10-12 November - Thursford Christmas Spectacular 2 nights staying at
Holiday Inn Norwich City, DBB £299
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

AIR Day Trips (Self Drive)
Please complete attached application form if you wish to go:
31 August - Adlington Hall, Mill Lane, Adlington, Macclesfield, SK10 4LF
Adlington Hall has been occupied by the Legh family for 700 years. Camilla Legh is the current
owner and the 25th in succession. It started as a Saxon Hunting Lodge built around 2 great oaks.
It passed to the Legh family in Henry III’s reign.
The Great Hall was built in 1480 – 1505 and the rest in 1580. In the 1740s it was transformed into
a Georgian House. The great organ (17th century) is still used in the Great Hall.
The visit will start with a guided tour. Then there will be scones and tea/coffee in the kitchen.
After that you are free to visit the gardens. The cost is £17 pp which includes an illustrated
brochure on Gawsworth Hall. Start time is 1pm outside the Hall.
28 September - Macclesfield Silk Mill, Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 7NA
Our guide will take you around Europe’s largest known collection of Jacquard silk handlooms in
their original setting. Tours start at the adjacent Silk Museum reception at 2.30pm. Please note
that there are 49 steps and three flights of stairs.
The present Upper Mill was built for silk manufacture around 1824. In 1862 John Bagshaw, a
cotton manufacturer, pulled down the neighbouring 18th century mill and built Lower Mill, which
we know as Paradise Mill today. From 1891 the mills were used exclusively for silk. By the 1930s
some 70 looms were in use on the top floor of Lower Paradise Mill. In 1981, following liquidation,
work began to restore the machinery to working order, with the idea of opening a working
museum where silk could again be woven on the old handlooms.
Separate exhibition (free): Print: A Passion for Pattern – 200 years of Langley Printworks.
Langley Printworks was established by William in the 1820s. Printing blocks were used to print
fabric as well as introducing later methods such as screen printing.
Block printing is a traditional method of printing fabric including silk, using blocks made up of
several layers of wood with the grain running in alternate directions to prevent warping. The block
printing pattern is made by cutting away areas of wood or adding metal pins to produce the
design in relief. It was common to use five or more blocks to create one design.
Cost: £10pp for 2.30pm tour of Silk Mill and £5.00 for tea and cake.
AIR Newsletter. The next newsletter will be published and distributed at the end of September.
Please have your inputs/notices/photos etc to the Editor, Claire Jones (01625 820355
email clairemjones@ntlworld.com) between now and last day Friday 23rd September.
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Coach Outings in conjunction with MCHC

NOSTELL PRIORY (NT) - Saturday 10 September 2022
WIGHTWICK MANOR (NT) - Saturday 8 October 2022
AIR & the Macclesfield Countryside & Heritage Club (formerly the Field Club) invite you to join
us on our outings to NOSTELL PRIORY on Saturday 10 September and WIGHTWICK MANOR
on Saturday 8 October.
Nostell is a Georgian architectural masterpiece (nr Wakefield) containing furniture, textiles and
wallpaper supplied by Thomas Chippendale. There are also historic paintings, Robert Adam
interiors and a rare John Harrison Clock. The 300 acre estate contains parkland, a working
kitchen garden, orangery, Menagerie Garden and it is home to wildlife such as kingfishers and
bats.
Cost:
£22.50 pp for NT members. £34.50 for non-NT members.
Apply by: 24 Aug (via Mrs D Tolman, 21 Grangelands, Macclesfield, SK10 4AB) 01625 425043
Wightwick (nr Wolverhampton) is home to works by the artists of the pre-Raphaelite and Arts
and Crafts movements. The garden has yews and roses. There is a gallery of De Morgan
treasures.
Cost:
£22.00 pp for NT members. £34.00 pp for none-NT members.
Apply by: 21 Sept (via Mr S Titford, 25 Stapleton Road, Macclesfield, SK10 3NP) 01625
429573
Pick-ups: Brocklehurst Arms 8.30am, Churchill Way (Maj Wines) 8.40am, Thornton Sq 8.50am.
Please arrive 10 minutes before the scheduled pick up times.
Cheques: to be made payable to Macclesfield Countryside and Heritage Club.
NT Members: Please remember to bring your National Trust cards with you.
Applications for both visits will not be acknowledged. Please keep a note of the dates.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
a) NOSTELL PRIORY
10 Sept 22
Application Form MCHC / AIR
Name(s)……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Mobile Phone Number………………………………………………..
Home Phone No……………………………………………………….
NT Member (Y/N)………………………………………………………….
Pick up point(s)…………………………………………………………….
I enclose a cheque payable to Macclesfield Countryside & Heritage Club
To: Mrs D Tolman, 21 Grangelands, Macclesfield, SK10 4AB 01625 425043
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
b) WIGHTWICK MANOR
8 Oct 22
Application Form MCHC / AIR
Name(s)………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Mobile Phone Number………………………………………………
Home Phone Number………………………………………….
NT Member (Y/N)…………………………………………………………
Pick up point(s)……………………………………………………………
I enclose a cheque payable to Macclesfield Countryside & Heritage Club
To: Mrs S Titford, 25 Stapleton Road, Macclesfield, SK10 3NP 01625 429573
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AIR Day Trips (McCarthys)
Please photocopy this form if you wish to apply for more than one day trip
Please reserve …….. seats for:
a) Southport Flower Show

(19 Aug)

£50.00pp

b) Yorkshire Sculpture Park

(30 Aug)

£34.00pp

Pick up point:………………………………………(Brock Arms or Majestic Wines, Churchill Way)
Please enter your names and addresses, plus those of friends booking and travelling together:
Mr/Mrs/Ms………….……………………

Mr/Mrs/Ms………………………………………

Address………………………………………

…………………………………………

………………………………………………..

………………………………………….

Post Code ………………..

……………..

Mobile Number(s)…………………………..

Home Number(s)………………………………

Emergency Contact Number(s)………………………………
Email address (optional)

……………………………………

Signed………………………………………………………………………..
I/we enclose a cheque in the sum of £ ………………. payable to Roy McCarthy Coaches
Please return this form to Mrs Anne Hooley, 3 Manley Road, Gawsworth, Macclesfield, SK11
7UU. Tel: 0161 4836940, 07952 493392, annehooley@yahoo.co.uk
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

AIR Day Trips (Self Drive)
Please reserve:
a) Adlington Hall – Tour, tea and gardens (31 Aug) £17.00pp ……places
b) Macclesfield Silk Museum & Mill

(28 Sept) £10.00pp……..places

c) Silk Museum – tea/coffee & cake

(28 Sept) £5.00pp……...places

Lifts are available from Macc to Adlington Hall (Committee Members).
I would like a lift: Yes/No.
Please enter your names and addresses, plus those of friends booking and travelling together:
Mr/Mrs/Ms………………………. ……..
Address

Mr/Mrs/Ms……………………………

……………………………...
…...…..……………………..

……………………………………………..
….………………………………………….

Post Code ……………………………...

Email address …………………………………….

Mobile Number(s)……………………….

Home Number(s)………………………………….

Signed ………………………………………………………………………..
I/we enclose cheque(s) in the sum of £………. payable to Activity in Retirement
Please return this form to Mrs Anne Hooley, 3 Manley Road, Gawsworth, Macclesfield, SK11
7UU. Tel: 0161 4836940, 07952 493392, annehooley@yahoo.co.uk
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ACTIVITY IN RETIREMENT

LEADERS' MEETNG AT THE MACCLESFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE
Wednesday, 13 July 2022

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS
Paul welcomed everybody to this, the ninth Leaders' meeting - an informal get together for
Leaders to meet one another and the Committee. First of all Paul stressed the importance of
Health & Safety matters and confirmed that our Trustee Lynford Dean was currently preparing
updated policy documentation to be approved at the AGM. All leaders should have copies of
AIR's various policy documents in their Leader Packs; otherwise, these are available on the
website. Any accidents should be recorded on the Accident Forms in the registers and sent to
Anne Mathews.
Paul then thanked all the leaders present for their commitment, stressing the importance of
leaders recruiting deputies so that the load is spread. He reminded leaders that new members
may attend two sessions before completing a membership application form (found in the
registers and on the AIR website) to be sent to David Bowden along with their subscription fee.
Leaders should always notify Paul or Anne if their classes don't run, so that no unnecessary
rental charges are incurred.
Activity Payment Holiday
At the January 2022 AGM the Management Committee decided that AIR members should have
an 'Activity payment holiday' as a thank you for their loyalty over the Covid period and in order to
decrease the amount of money held in our reserves. This has been closely monitored and the
likelihood is that the £1 Activity payments will be reinstated either from the end of September
(AIR financial year end) or from the next AGM.
Unfortunately collection of these fees by card reader is not an option so there will be a need for
Activity groups to organise the regular paying into the bank of the cash collected (at least
monthly). This may be by Activity leaders themselves or by any designated members of their
groups. Alternatively, the cash can be handed over to our Treasurer, Judy Nicholson, for
banking. Judy will need confirmation by email of any deposits made direct to the bank.
Members will receive confirmation via the Newsletter of what is going to happen nearer the time.
The AIR annual subscription fee will remain at £10, payable in September. This amount has
been the same since 2010.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Our membership is strong, currently at 623, but any ideas to increase this number would be
welcomed. An advertisement in 'Local People' is imminent.
David Bowden also mentioned that the leaflet 'The Air Week' which summarises all AIR
Activities, needed to be kept up-to-date and asked leaders to notify him of any changes. It
was reported that both the Strollers group and Beginners Bridge are no longer active, but
Mahjong is now meeting weekly due to its popularity. The Chess group would warmly
welcome any new members.
We now have a large lockable cupboard in the MCC. If any leaders require a key to this or the
front door, they should contact Paul Waugh.
Marion Grant confirmed that her Keep Fit group would be having a break until 15 September.
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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 2022/23
Current AIR subscriptions expire on the last day of September of this year. To retain membership of AIR you
are invited to renew the subscription of £10 for a further year in one of the following ways: 1. Bank Standing Order. Please use the following details when setting up a new standing order:
Payee:
AIR Macclesfield
Account Number: 10058559
Sort Code:
16 24 32
Date of payment: 1st of September (or soon after)
Payee Reference: Membership number/s. Alternatively, use surname followed by initials and for a
couple use surname and both initials (e.g. DB&J).
2. Bank Transfer. Many people are now familiar with making this type of payment using on-line banking.
Please use the same details as for standing orders above.
3. In Person. Renew your subscription with cash or a cheque and collect your new membership card at the
Macclesfield Community Centre (MCC), Duke Street, on Saturday 1st October (when tea and coffee will
be served) between 10am and 12noon.
4. By Post. Please use the payment slip below (Please do not send cash payments by post).
Notes:
Membership ends if a renewal subscription has not been received by 31Oct22.

............................................................................................................................................................

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL BY POST
To renew by post please complete this form and enclose it with your cheque payable to:
“ACTIVITY IN RETIREMENT”
I enclose a cheque for £............ (£10 per member)
Name........................................................................ Member Number............................................
Name........................................................................ Member Number............................................
Please notify any changes in personal details (address, telephone, etc) and if you have an email
address include this:
..................................................................................................................................................................
Send to:
AIR Membership Secretary, David Bowden, 307 Buxton Road, Macclesfield, SK11 7ES, before the end
of September please.

Remember to include your cheque.

tick

Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope for the return of your membership card.

tick

